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McAllister Messenger 
October 2024 

 

A Word From Your Pastor ~ “My Favorite Hymns” 
 

Reformation Sunday is coming up on October 27. This is a day when we celebrate 

our heritage as churches of the Reformation, of the time when leaders like Martin 

Luther and John Calvin broke away from the Roman Catholic Church and formed 
new denominations. 
 

As part of our Reformation Day celebration, we will be having a hymn sing. Here 
are three of my favorite hymns which I hope we get to sing: 
 

1) No. 262 Holy, Holy, Holy. This was a childhood favorite of mine. I have always 
loved the powerful chord structure and melody. The words are pretty impressive, 

too, as it outlines the three persons of the Trinity. I especially love the words of the 

fourth verse: “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! All Thy works shall praise 

Thy name in earth and sky and sea.” It is always exciting to hear a congregation 

soar to the high notes as it belts out this line. 
 

2) No. 374 O Love That Will Not Let Me Go. This is a slower, more subdued 

hymn. The beauty of it is subtle, as it outlines the many ways that we receive 
God’s love. I especially like the third verse: “O Joy that seekest me thru pain, I 

cannot close my heart to Thee; I trace the rainbow thru the rain, and feel the  

promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be.” The striking image of the rainbow 

emerging from the rainstorm brings me comfort and joy every time I sing it. 
 

3) No. 1 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee. One can see why the makers of our 

hymnbook decided to put this hymn first. Set to the tune of Beethoven’s famous 

“Ode to Joy,” this powerful hymn soars with lyrics about the glory of grandeur of 
our Lord. I especially like the way the final verse closes: “Ever singing, march we 

onward, victors in the midst of strife. Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph 

song of life.” When sung to begin a worship service, one cannot help but be roused 

by these inspiring words. 
 

Those are three of my favorite hymns. What are some of your favorites? What 

makes the music so powerful and the words so inspiring? Please let me know what 
some of your favorites are, and hopefully we can include them in our hymn sing 

on Reformation Sunday. 



    1 Gail Wood, Harry Tingler 

    4  Gary Rice 

   10  Danielle Conner 

   11 Heather Johnson 

   12 Olivia Sponaugle 

   13 Danny Rodgers 

   15  Makenzie Shifflett 

   17 Chris Rice, James Bush, Jr., Sabrina Yox 

   20 Rhoda Hill 

   21 Samuel Poague 

   28 Diane Barksdale, John Bush, Lisa Sponaugle 

   29 Dolly Whitehead 

   31 Charles “Woody” Whitmer           

1   Van & Brenda Walker 

3   George & Cindee Stinnett  

6   Shane & Missy Reid 

8   Danny & Debbie Rodgers 

11  Gene & Gail Wood  

12  Stacey & Amy Bishop 

16  Stacy & Kelly Patterson 

17  Howard & Pam Poague 

20  Greg & Lisa Dickson 

      Kevin S. & Laura Young 

25  Howard & Lora Thompson 



 

Circle 3— Tuesday, October 8  
at 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

Circle 4— Wednesday, October 9  
at 12:30 p.m. 

 

NEXT SESSION MEETING 
 

October 20, 2023  
 

~ following worship service ~ 
 

~ a congregational meeting is being planned for early fall ~ 

 

The church office will be  
CLOSED  

Monday, October 14th 
in observance of  

this holiday.   

NEW MAILING ADDRESS!!!! 
 

Members George and Cindee Stinnett have a new home address: 

1418 W. First Street 

Kill Devil Hills, N.C. 27948 



Betty Amos 
Kenzie Cline 
Dreama H. Jenkins 
Richard Law 
Wade Leech 
Brenda Linkenhoker 
Jeff Lowe 
Bob McAllister 
Melvin Persinger 
Pam Poague 
Sandra Reynolds 
Jewell Tincher 
Van Walker 
GA shooting victims,  
     family and friends 
Unspoken Request 
 
 
 

Carol Bush 
Joyce Clark 
Lisa Dickson 
Clarice Halsey 
Jimmy Henderson 
Robert A. Jackson 
Sandy Price 
James Rice 
Debbie Rodgers 
Dayton & Penny Stone 
NRV Tigers baseball 
   players (car crash): 

Aden Hunter, 16 
Caleb Sartain, 16 

Connor Whitaker, 16 
Johnny Anderson, 16 

Leta Bartley 
Carol Bush 
Sandra Capps 
Janice Downer 
Robert A. Jackson 
Nick Leitch 
Maria Necolau 
 

Family & Friends 
  of football players 
   recently deceased 
by heat/head injury: 
Cohen Craddock, 13 (WV) 

Robert Gillon, 15 (FL) 
Leslie Noble, 16 (MD) 
Caden Tellier, 16 (AL) 
Jayvion Tyler, 15 (VA) 
Samaj Wilkins, 14 (AL) 

 

David Blankenship 
Vicky Broosue 
Allen Broughman 

Jean Casey 
Joyce Clark 
Orlando Clark 
Dennis Harmon 
Danny Hill 
Butch Kemper 
Todd Loving 
Heather Mabry 
Cletus Nicely 
Jolonda Pendleton 
Theresa Perdue 
Tom Perkins 
Sandy Sayre 
Joe Corbett Family 

BRIAN CENTER: David Lynn, Bonnie Patterson          
THE SPRINGS: Andy Howell                           
SCOTT HILL: Phyllis Lynn, Sarah Mays             
THE GLEBE (Daleville): Patsy Parker 
CARRINGTON PLACE: B.R. Rupert, Jr. 
BRIDGEWATER HOME: Jean Broughman 
TOCKWOTTEN (Rhode Island): Shelby Rock 
SHUT-IN: Bob & Leta Bartley, Ricky Cooke, Betty Gibson, Dolly Whitehead 
MILITARY: Olivia Bryant, Aiden Downer, Chris Whitehead 
MISSIONARIES—Tom & Judy Harvey, Kurt Esslinger & Hyeyoung Lee 

Prayer Concerns 

Midge Akers, Ben Baker & family/friends, Jerry Ballengee, Rob Bennett, Cassie 
Bowles, Jimmy Brown, Linda Caldwell, Brittany Campbell, Harry & Jean Casey, 
Luke Crawford, Barry Daniel, Leslie Downer, Mark Dreszer, Barbara Flint, Renee 
Young Gann, Sam Hale, Don Hampton, Danny & Rhoda Hill, Lori Isaacs, Wendell & 
Judy Jones, Carole Lemon, Bebe Marshall, Pearl Miller, Bucky & Doris Mottern, 
Mary Jane Mutispaugh, Denise Pillow, Linda Ratliff, Anita Rice, Pat Smith, Angie 
Sponaugle, EthanThompson, Buddy Vass, Greg Vess, Stephanie Wells, Shirley  
Wickline, Gwen Wolfe, Linda P. Wolfe, Non-believers, First Responders, Our  
Nation, Our Troops & Government, Ukraine & Russia, Middle East  

Shut-In; Military & Missionaries 

Constant Need 



Ernest P. Bailey 
David Allen Brown 
James A. Defibaugh 

Isabelle D.H. Gaines 

Dreama N. Simpson 

Geraldine Utley 

Bennie L. Wolfe 

Hester Brown Alston 
Virginia T. I. Biggs 
J. “JC” Crawley, Sr. 
Gomer D. Holestin 

Nellie Hostetter 
Loduska May 

Lula F. Landis Rice 
Rodney L. Wallace 

Margaret N. Whiting 
Mary B. Whitmer 

Joshua R. Wilkerson 

Virginia T. Biggs 
Martha Ann Bowers 

Louise Campbell 
Kathryn Sherman Craft 
Melissa Pullen Fields 
John W. Graham, Jr. 

Frances Johnson 
Mary “Sally” Martin 
Carlos L. Ryder, Sr. 

Carol Lynn N. Shanks 
Neldria Vicey 

Daryl W. Burkholder 
Dana Burt 

Gloria G. Campbell 
Hubert T. Cauley 
J.E. “Joe” Corbett 

Billie F. “Bill” Goin 
Nancy Hubbard 

“Frankie” L.S. Reid 
Sandra C. Wilfong 

Gifts & Appreciation 
 

   To McAllister Church: A gift in memory of Joe, Sr. on his birthday, August 

25th, 1934, and all the other Saints who have died and were members of  

McAllister. It is also in honor of former church choir member, Bonnie Patterson, 

whose birthday is also August 25th. Bonnie’s favorite hymn is “Blessed  

Assurance”. Bonnie is in the Brian Center—Room 101. Have a blessed day.    

In Christ,   

Dorothy Wimer  

With Deepest Sympathy & Comfort 
 

 

The McAllister Church Family extends  

prayer and our  

sincerest condolences to: 

 

 Pam Key on the loss of her sister-in-law, Louise 

Campbell.  

 

 Anyone having recently experienced a loss. 

 

Deaths 



Notes From Pastor Jim  

 We are having a special lunch on Sunday, September 29. 
The lunch will give thanks to Karen and John Chichester for 

donating the playground and fence behind the church. Soup 
and sandwiches will be provided. All you need to bring is 
yourself!  

 Sunday, October 6 is World Communion Sunday. We will 
be celebrating the Sacrament alongside churches from every 
nation around the globe.  

 The youth and children will be visiting a farm and         

pumpkin patch on Sunday, October 6 following worship. 

Stay tuned for further details. 

 October 27 is Reformation Sunday. We will be joining with the other Presbyterian 

churches in our area. We will start with coffee and doughnuts at 9:30, then have a hymn 
sing in the sanctuary at 9:45. Reformation Sunday worship will be at 11:00. 

 The youth and children’s Halloween Party will be on Sunday, October 27 at 5:00 p.m. 
Join us for games, treats, and a costume contest. 

 Choir practice has resumed and meets each Tuesday at 5:30 pm. We are always looking 
for new choir members and would love to add your voice. 

Bible Study has resumed on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm. We are studying the book “The 
Most Extraordinary Life” by Bob Rognlien. Please let Rev. Moss know if you would like a 
book (434-738-8841). 

 
AVERAGE SEPTEMBER ‘24 SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE:     71 

Sincerest Thanks 
Dear Church Family,  
 We want to thank the circles, Sunday School classes and individuals for all the cards we have re-
ceived. Also, thanks to Pastor Jim for the visits to our home and to see Danny in the hospital ICU. Thank you 
Pam and Lee Ann Poague for delivering us meals from church dinners. And a special thank you to Dot Wimer 
for the many cards and phone calls.  
 We miss being there in person, but we worship with you watching the service on Facebook. Thanks 
to Andy for all of his time in bringing this service to us.  
 Our church has always been blessed with these “hidden” members who get things done—things that 
others do not think about. Hidden members such as these polish silver, get communion ready, decorate, man-
age Facebook, clean up, etc.  
 We love McAllister and consider it our home and each one of you our family. We so miss the fellow-
ship with everyone. May God have special blessings on each of you. Please keep us in your prayers, as we 
pray for you each day.  
      In Christian Love,  
                          Rhoda & Danny Hill 



YOUR BEST DEFENSE IS A GOOD OFFENSE… HAVE 
YOU HAD YOUR ANNUAL MAMMOGRAM?? 

****The McAllister Messenger is a monthly publication. Deadline for submissions is the second Friday of each 
month. You can also view this newsletter online at www.mcallistermempcusa.org.  If you prefer a full color copy of 

this publication BY EMAIL, need to inform us of a change in contact information, OR object to the use of your 
photo/your children’s photo being used, please call the church office or email us (see back cover). We sincerely 

regret any error or omission that may occur in this publication. Contact our  office at 540-962-2675 with any revi-
sions. Leave a message if necessary as voicemail is checked regularly. 

OCTOBER 27 

Sunday, October 13th 



 

Musical Minute  

Here’s a question for you. What’s white, green, and sometimes red, maybe 4  
inches tall, occasionally fierce-tempered, with an insatiable appetite for something 
sweet, and oh–it weighs about as much as a marshmallow ( 0.1 to 0.2 ounces in 
adulthood to be exact)? If you guessed Archilochus colubris, or the ruby-throated 
hummingbird, you’d be correct! These fiery little birds are one of God and Mother 
Nature’s finest collaborations. 
 

We’ve spent much of the summer admiring the tiny ruby-throated hummingbirds 
outside our windows and on our front porch. While we always see hummingbirds in 
the summer, this year we’ve had them all day, everyday, thanks to the ornamental 
salvia in hues of red, fuschia, and blue, and various basil varieties I potted up for 
our back deck. There’s a sugar water feeder, too, for good measure. For all of their 
beauty, agility, and diminutive size, they are unlikely warriors, scaring the daylights 
out of us when we’re on the deck with a morning cup of tea or coffee–screaming 
around our heads and squealing like a miniature out-of-control motorcycle  
careening around a tight corner, all this commotion in pursuit of a second intruding 
hummer bold enough to attempt a sip of nectar from a favorite bloom. What  
attitude! We marvel at the speed of their aerial acrobatics, their ability to fly  
backward and to hover, and simply the thought that something so miniscule can 
survive and seemingly thrive with so many larger birds and other predators 
around. I read on one website that a hummer’s brain makes up 4% of its body 
weight and that it remembers every single flower and feeder it visits. If this is true, 
it would explain the accusing glare we get when we hang a fern where a begonia 
hung the year before! 
 

I had an acquaintance in Lewisburg, WVA, who had the opportunity to witness the 
miraculousness of these feisty avian friends from an even closer vantage point 
when he spotted a nest outside one of his dormer windows while checking his  
gutters. In order to avoid disturbing the nestlings, he’d take a mirror and hold it 
outside the open window so he could observe their development. He was  
delighted one day when he was treated to the sight of their first clumsy attempts  
at fledging. He said they looked like feathered nickels as they rose, hovered, and 
settled back into the nest. 
 

And speaking of their nests–wow! I was inspired this summer to do a little reading 
about our neighbors just outside the window. Their nests are made of soft plant 
matter (“thistle and dandelion down” was one poetic description) and spider silk. (I 
suspect they also contain some fairy dust and perhaps a hair or two from the mane  

“Moving Forward” 
With a gentle “nudge” and a kind ask, our congregation has chosen to move  
forward towards the front of the sanctuary to reflect our truly active and engaged 
congregation.  Just look at the difference in the before and after comparison 
photos below... WOW.  Moving forward during Sunday worship is one way we 
hope to attract more people to come through our doors and join us. Thank you! 

BUT AFTER…  

Before  



Pastor Appreciation—Thank YOU , Reverend Moss  

of a unicorn . . . ) Most hummer nests are only a smidge over an inch in  
diameter. It’s the mother’s job to build the nest and incubate the eggs. She 
forms the rim of the nest by pressing it between her neck and chest and then 
stomps down the material to form the bowl. The spider silk enables the nest to 
expand as the baby birds grow. Astonishing! 
 

I know the remaining days with our iridescent friends are limited. The exquisite 
ruby-throats, North America's only hummer to breed in the east, will soon  
embark on their epic migration to warmer climes for the winter. They’ll head out 
individually, not in large protective flocks. (Apparently they’re not much for  
fellowship and gathering. Maybe that’s why we Presbyterians see so few of 
them at potlucks . . . ) These amazing, ferocious beauties will head to Mexico 
and Central America in search of sweet plant nectar and small insects. For 
many, their journey will cover 500 miles across the Gulf of Mexico, not even 
counting the miles they covered to get to the southern coast of the United 
States. (And they aren’t even four inches from head to heel!) In the meantime, 
I’m taking every opportunity to enjoy them “up close.” I’m looking forward to 
winter and I’d love to have some snow this year, but I’ll be happy to see our 
feisty friends return next spring! 
      ~ Beth 



THE WALL 
THAT HEALS 

 

COMING TO COVINGTON, VA:  
OCTOBER 3, 2024 - OCTOBER 6, 2024 

 

Our town is fortunate to have our 
town included on this wonderful  

exhibit tour.  
 

McAllister Church lost three of our 
own during the Vietnam Conflict:  

 

PFC. Gary Allen Burks 
United States Marine Corps 

(2/1/47—4/29/67) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sergeant Charles Thomas Cooke 
United States Army 

(9/2/47—1/3/68) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Lieutenant Gary Miller 

United States Army 
(3/19/47—2/16/69) 

 

Children & Youth Birthday Party — September 8th 



McAllister Welcomes Paula Stull 
McAllister Church received into membership Paula Stull on Sunday,    
September 1st.  The ceremony was held during Sunday worship service. It 
was lead by Reverend Jim Moss and assisted by church elder Dr. Paul 
Linkenhoker.  
 

Paula returns to McAllister Church, her first church home, by letter of 
transfer from Rich Patch Union Church.  
 

After the ceremony, Paula said “It’s good to be home.”  Welcome back, 
Paula! McAllister is delighted to have you back “home”.  
“My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love so that they may have the full riches of 
complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely Christ.”  -Colossians 2:2 




