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God Is Still Working

This past Sunday during its conference call, the Session decided to contin-
ue suspending in-person worship services. We will continue to broadcast
by Facebook Live as we have been doing. The rationale was that the bene-
fits are not worth the risks at this time. We simply do not want to take the
risk of someone getting infected because they came to one of our services.

At a time like this, we might be tempted to think that our mission as a
church is being suspended as well. Without Sunday school, Bible study,
women’s circles, or other special events meeting, we might think that the
witness of our church simply isn’t happening. It is on pause.

I encourage us to draw inspiration from Acts 16 and the story of Paul and
Silas in prison. In this story, the evangelistic duo has been thrown in jail.
As they wait in their cells, it might seem that their mission has been sus-
pended. It might seem that their witness of travelling around and sharing
the good news of Jesus Christ is on pause.

But consider what Paul and Silas do while they are in prison. According to
the story, they are praying and singing hymns to God, and someone is lis-
tening. Because when God sends an earthquake and frees the two men, the
jailer is converted to Christ. It seems that the praying and singing of Paul
and Silas prepared to jailer for this moment for God to act.

We can do the same as we are in our time of pause from in-person worship
and other activities. What can we do that is the equivalent of Paul and Silas
praying and singing to God? What can we be occupying ourselves with
during this time when we are not gathering as a church? How can we be
preparing for God to do something special and act in our midst?

Let us think and reflect on these questions as we continue to gather online
to pray and worship the Lord. And let us know that God has not stopped
working in our midst.
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Musical Minute:

I received a delightful surprise in the mailbox last week in the
form of a letter from my beloved longtime friend, Karen Wil-
liams Chichester. As most of you know, Karen is a child of
McAllister and also one of McAllister’s gifted former organ-
ists. She has been following the reconstruction of our Holt-
kamp from her home in Reedville, Va., and wanted to share a
wonderful story about the first occasion the newly installed
pipe organ was called to duty for a Sunday service in 1974. 1
believe that Karen was in college during the time of the organ
installation and was traveling to and from school to play at
McAllister on Sundays. Below is an excerpt from her letter.

“I can’t help but remember the first Sunday—I was finishing the prelude, the choir came
in, and all of a sudden the organ was playing ALL notes, ALL keys and I had to stop and
go to the piano. It was absolutely wild! Everything was checked and the next Sunday—
same thing! They finally realized that our wonderful tenors and basses needed extra sup-
port under the floor. Reinforcement—problem solved!”

That’s one of the unique things about our amazing mechanical action (tracker action) pipe
organ. When a key is depressed on the keyboard, it pulls a tracker in the organ console
which pulls a pallet that is directly mechanically linked to the opening at the base of the
pipes deep within the organ case. When the key is played, a pallet is pulled, which eventu-
ally results in air entering the pipe and the pipe sounding. The combined weight of the
manly men of McAllister’s choir had the same effect on the trackers that run under the
floor from the organ console into the organ case as if Karen had been leaning on the key-
boards and pedals with her feet, hands, elbows and forehead! Talk about a joyful noise!
Thanks, Karen, for sharing your very special memory about the first cacophonous days of
our Holtkamp!

Restoration of the pipe organ continues even while the church remains closed. I am con-
vinced that we could not have found a more qualified professional to carry out the work
than Thomas Rohlfs. (And fortunately, Thomas is only in Rocky Mount if we happen to
experience something similar to what happened in 1974!) Thank you all for your extraor-
dinary generosity and support.

Take good care and stay well.

Beth

LECTIONARY

August 2
18" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Genesis 32:22-32
Psalms 17:1-7
Romans 9:1-5

Matthew 14: 13-21

August 8
19" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Genesis 37: 1-4, 12-28
Psalm 105: 1-6, 16-22, 45b
Romans 10: 5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

Newsletter Information

Please submit newsletter information
and prayer request by email, post
mail, or by phone. We would love to
hear from you and share you joys,
laughs, and concerns.

(Deadline for next newsletter is
Monday ~ August 10 (@ 4 p.m.)

The Church Office is open, but we en-
courage people to refrain from stop-
ping by if a phone call or email will
suffice. The office contact information
is located on the back page. Also,
please mail donations to the church
address or donate online.

Notes From Pastor Jim

1. As mentioned in the lead article,
the Session voted on Sunday to
continue to suspend in-person
worship for the time being. We
will continue to broadcast live
each Sunday on Facebook. Tonya
Jones is doing Sunday school at
9:45, and we do worship at 11:00

2. We continue to do a “Five-Minute
Bible Study” each Wednesday
evening at 6:00 pm on Facebook
Live. As always, the video is
available on the Facebook page
after the broadcast so you can
watch it anytime. We are going
through the Book of Genesis. This
week, we are up to Joseph and the
story of what his jealous brothers
do to him. Please tune in!

3. Because of Covid-19 restrictions,
I am still unable to make hospital
and nursing home visits. I am
willing to make in-home visits,
wearing a mask and social dis-
tancing. Please call me if you
would like a visit, or know of
someone who might need one.
My number is 434-738-8841.

Never part without loving words.
They might be your last.
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&t August Birthdays

&k 1* Charity Hale

% Debbie Kennedy
Dianne Mahan

&\k Missy Reid

& 2% Aiden Riley

&\k 5t Kylene Riley Smith
Jerry Givens, Jr.

&\\ 7t Chase Carper

& 8™ Robbie Weikle

% Lelia Fadley
Levi Bartley

&t 10" Mikayla Webb

llth
&\Q 12th
& o
&

&\\ 15th

1 6th

Yl

18th

th

&\\ %?St
&\\ 22nd

&\\ 23rd

&\Q 24th
&\» 25th
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Kevin Scott Young
Susan Kennedy
Branden Hill

Bob Crush

Rachel Ann Hannah
Cathy Rowan
Holden Patrick Downer
Louise Whitehead
Ronnie Barger
Brigette Young
Jim Faidley
Jennifer Markham
Marc Downer
Larry O’Rourke
Darlene Taylor
Norma Leech
Craig Nicely
Reagan Paitsel
Bonnie Patterson
Joe Wimer

Evan Nicely

Eric Hill

Gary Whitmer
Brandon Weese
Jill Shifflett
Phyllis Bartley
Michael Whitehead
Wynona Crush
Jean Casey

Susan Sponaugle
Stacey Bryant
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August Anniversaries

1 Stephen & Terri Carper
Larry & Josephine O’Rourke
Harry & Gina Tingler

6" Jerry & Lynn Whitehead
Frank & April Reyns
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?% 13" Matthew & Marianne Fleenor
%@ 14™ Richard & Priscilla Downer
% 15™ Jim & Marlene Faidley
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17" Jean & Carl Irvine
David & Shannon Rodgers

20™ Rob & Erin Bartley
Heather & Brian Riley

21" Jerry & Susan Givens
22" Darrell & Donna Tucker
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**Louise Whitehead ~ 1016 North Beverly Avenue

Presbyterian Women
We need your support.
You can include your dues in
your regular offering envelope.

Help Louise Whitehead™**
Celebrate her 95™ Birthday!
No presents please!
Just send lots of cards

and stop by her house on
August 16 from 12 to 4

for cake and ice cream. &

Covington, VA

o

"Bent"

"But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while
we were still sinners.” Romans 5:8 (NLT)

Matchbox 20 had a hit song called "Bent." Radio stations still play it, just
not quite as much. In this particular song, Rob Thomas—the lead singer and
songwriter for the band—manages to capture the emotion behind what
seems to be a universal problem. Here are a few lines:

If [ fall along the way

Pick me up and dust me off
And if I get too tired to make it
Be my breath so I can walk

Can you help me - I'm bent
I'm so scared that I'll never
Get put back together...

1 started out clean but I'm jaded
Just phoning it in
Just breaking the skin

Shouldn't be so complicated...

Can you identify? No matter how hard you try, you seem to keep messing
up? When you step back from your life to take a look, it seems like you're
always coming up short? You watch the news and wonder what this world
is coming to? You're tired of the struggle and just want to phone it in? You
long for life to be simple—the way it's supposed to be —rather than so com-
plicated? You wonder if a life like yours is really worth God paying atten-
tion to—or better yet, saving? Your capacity for wrong-doing scares you?

God knew we would have feelings like this. That's why He sent Jesus into
the world... so that these realities wouldn't leave us hopeless. Yes, we are
human. Yes, we are sinners. And yes, we are bent. But the good news is
that God's grace covers our condition. His grace not only enables us to face
life here, but it also promises that one day—in the kingdom of heaven —we
will be put back together...we will be whole.

[ Author Unknown -- from 'Aiken Drum' (Aiken@AikensLaughs.com) ]



